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SECOND PART.

PITTSBURG, SUNDAY,

OCTOBER 20,

HOWWEGETQURMAI

A View of the Bustling Interior
of the Pittsburg Post-
office.

SPEED A VITAL ELEMENT

In the Composition of the Men Em-
Jployed by Uncle Sam.

GIVING ODDS T0 BASEBALL PITCHERS,

High Standard of Pitt-barg’s Postofce—The
Best Talemt Engaged — Remarkable
Speed nod Memory of Mail Distribuiors—
Cellecting the Mall—Effacing the Stamps
—Filling the Pomches—The Small Per-
centnge of Mistnkes—Dally Stody Neces-
sary to Mzintsin EMclency—Deciphoring
Bllad Addresses—An Occasienal Con-
signment te the Dead Letier Ollice.

IWRITTEN FOIl THE DISPATCH.)

VERY deviee which
can insure speed in the
transmission of the
United States mails is
now enapped up eagerly
by the Pestoffice Depart-
ment. There are three
essentinls in the trans-
mission of the United
States mail, viz., speed, nccursey and pre-
cision. The machinery which secures this
result is complicated, the men who are the
prime agents in the work are dextrous aod
skilled by yeurs of practice so that they be-
come almost automstic in their operations,
and the different things which may be termed
labor and timesaving aocessories of the
Postoffice Department are all at a high piteh
of perfection.

Especially is this the case in the Pittsburg
postoffice, long held up as a model for other
cities, and demanding & high meed of praise
from those who know what postofice cffici-

in, the work of canceling is st high pres-
sure.
LIGHTNING DISTRIBUTION.

Then the letters go to the distributors.
These quick-eyed chaps have got them-
selves up to such a piteh of accuracy of eve
and aim that thefr work is little short of
mervelous. In eight hours’ work on an
ordinary day eof the week past,
one distributor, working in fromt of
a mail rack containing 200 pigeon-
holes—one for every flice in Pennsyl-
vania—decipnered the addresses of 10,153
letters, and the bolk of his work was done
in three hours. In trestment of matter
mailed in Pittsburg for elsewhere, it may be
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Stamping Packages.

| there ina lnbel ob each sack so that the de-

and the Jeast hesitation may throw him
hopelessly behind in the work of the d:z:
A man bas 1o keep his brain clear or an

scare postoffioe may slip his memory at just
the time he ought {o remember it. The pay
ranges from §600 to $1,100 per annum, buj
itismot enough, and the distributors are
pow organised nationally and will present
s solid forefrout to the next Congress for an
increase in compensation. We make up
big sacks of mail ior S8an Francisco, Texas,
and big Western cities which sre never
touched this side of Chicago. Oh, yes,

psriment ean tell what clerk pat it up, what
time it left the office, and what timb it
reached its destination. There are from 50
1o 100 separate routes made up in this office.
The letter mail leaves here, of course, over
comparatively few routes, but it has te be
divided so that the pouches come in se-
quence, whichever direction the train runs
away from here, It is a mighty complicated
buosiness, "’
HUSTLING INCOMING MATL.

Superintendent Collins explained the
handling of the incoming mail as follows:
*The letter mail say from New York in the
morning arrives at 7:45, and the beavier
mail comes at 8:15, The mail wagon takes
sbout 20 miuutes in its trip to the office,and
the pouches are hurried in and opened, and
the time alip filled out. Then the first sep-
arators take bold and divide the box and
carrier mail. The mail carriers then get in
their most rapid work in getting the mail
;rrmged by their route. There are 59 car-
riers in the main office, 18 in Euast Liberty,
10 on the Southside, and the utmost 5
ut with accuracy is maintained in

said, by the way, that the morning crew,
which works from 7 A. M. to 3 P. M,,
handies only a third of the daily mail. One
man does the “midnight ron* from 11 p. M,
to T A, 3., and hagdles an sverage of 12,000
letters per diem. mail matter fluctustes
in gquantity, the middle of the week being
always the heaviest.

The distributors area classall to them-
selves in the department work. They are
and have to bhe extremely sharp-eved with
phenomenal memosies asa side qualifica-
tion. The mail matter is distributed in
“‘cases,” these being allotted to various
States or grouns of Btates. Pennsylvanis
and Ohio each bave a ease to themselves.
Other States receiving less mail from here
do not demand so much room. There are
upward of 1,300 distinet separations of mail
made in the Pi office. When the
mail is all got awav with each pigeonhole
is more or less filled. The letters are taken
out, tied 1n a package and ticketed with a
slip upon which time of completion, num-
ber of clerks and point to be reached are
stamped, then these packages are ready to
be “routed, i. e., sept in the proper mail-
pouch over the proper railroad line. Nota
moment of time is lost in the whole opara-
tion, and the men who can go in and takea
case in the distributing department must
have the topography of the United States
down very fine.

POSTOFFICE PITCHERS,

These packages of letters are taken ont to
the mailing room. There is & pouch rack in
the center of this room which is in the shape
ot 8 half semi-circle, the center being oceu-
pied by n table upon which the mail is
domped. There are 152 canvas sacks hitehed
to the rack, with their wide-open mouths
vearning for mail. Some of the sacks hold

th lotters and mail, but the majority of
them in the largest rack are for papers and
packayes. The rack slopes upward in order
to range the sack mouthsin sscending order.
On a dead level the men who so expertly

into the sacks eould
l. It is really marvelbus
to see the way in which these sctive dis-
tributors m‘a the mail fly into the
sacks, Several men w;k hfeu::r in the
space. Theygrub up & bundle of papers
and packsges and arrange them so that
the postmarks can be handily seen,
Then the shower begins and the speed
with which the shoot in
all directions is sbsolutely wonderful.

shy the pack
not operate at

ency is. Pittsburg's peculiar position geo-
graphically is such that a vast amount of
mail which bas pot the slichtest eonnection
with the city nnd its populstion has to pass
throogh the Pittsburg postoffice and be
ticketed for points all over the East, West,
North and South. It is usual to refer to
Peunsvlvania as the Keystone State, but in
postofiioe parlatce Pittsburg is the kevstone
of the United States mail field. Hence it has
for years been demanded that the Pittsbarg
office should do an amount of general work
outside of its purely local incoming and out-
poing mail. Other postmasters have bad &
share in the high plane attained, but ij may
be said that Mr. J. B. Larkin has measured
up to the highest demands of the position,
The stationing of one of the velerans of the
mwail service, Buperintendent of * Mails
Bteplien Collins, in this eity, has been a
steady recognition of the imporiaunce of the
situation, nnd the great need of the best ob-
tainable talent in dealing with the knotty
mail problems elocidated in this city.

THE VITAL ELEMENT,

In every way speed han become a vital
element of the service, both for loeal and
other mail service. To trace the course of g
leiter through the mail boxes, pouches, dis-
tributors and carriersis a fascinating pursuit
and will undoubtedly interest a publie
always eager for information of an instroct-
ive nsture. First and foremost the lever,
duly sealed and stamped, is deposited in 5
box, say in the East Eod or Sonthside.
Then comes slong one of the new little
mail earts, & eross between a gocart, a
“opne-horse shay” and & sulky. The eol-
lector of mail stands on & footboard at the
rear snd drives. At every box the mail
matier is collected and chucked into the
mail receptacle, & place somewhst similar
in shape and size to the “boot”™ of an En-

lish muil conch, so charminrly desecribed
fa_s' Charles Dickens in Pickwick Papers.
The cart carries 100 pounas of mail matier,

and when it starts toward the main
cffice Do grass I8 sllowed o grow
under the feet of the motive

power—a more or less spry horse. The
driver turns ipto the blind court between
City Hall and the postoffice and dumps the
mail into a sort of elothes basket. Two men
peize the basket and weigh the matter and
it is then hustled into the canceling tables
to bave the sickly green stamp defsced and
rendered valueless by a smart blow from sn
jnked stamp. A man stands in front of the
buge pile of letters. In one hand i the
stamp and the other “'skins" over the letiers
rapidly. Then, when a bunch wre gotten
jnto position,the canceling elerk beginstofly,
hitting the postage stamp and an ink pad of
b o with alternate strokes, and so fast
does the clerk work that the eye is purzled
to follow his motions, while the ear can hardly
counnt or separate the blows, Henry Richlin

the fastest mab in the office has a record o

200 s minnte. There are 50 letters estimated
to the pound and the biggest kind of pile is
not long in meltiog sway rapidly uoder
such ll‘h i tion, News pers
take much moRLH e

and no one PRENANGS
When mea | Rgin cunceling they have
pelting a good brisk “move”
: ghe blows in such rapid
4l sod arm snd

One man curves s ne per into &
sack crossing enm rouiea age of wools
which is skimming to & enck dinmetri-
eally opposite. The uperture in the sack is
about 10 inches in dinmeter, and an average
msn wonld bave & hard job in tossing a
brick with even extreme deliberation into so
small & hole ats distance of 15 or 18 feet.
But what s complete mastery of the science of
tossing all shapes, sizes, weights and varie-
ties of a man must posess to be
able to read an address, figure out the proper

routte and with ome little furn
of the wrist, yank it into the
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Lock Bozes,

exnctl sack out of 162 into which it onght to
go. The men rarely make m even
when throwing thousands of articles daily,
The average of errors amount to five or six
per month. Thereare three turns which
make use of 14 men, These 14 men throw
an average of 10,000 pieces of mail every
day in their lives, the aggregale weight of
which is 30 tous a day, and out of the vast
number handled in 8 month only make an
average of five or six errors. of those
sre the result of sacks being too full, with no
time to pack the contents com .
speed has to be great, and at 7 in the even-
ing, when in the throes of maki up the
biggest mail of the day, the llﬂl really
white with flying mail matter.
IT TAKES ETUDY.

One of the oldest empioyes, in speakin
of the exactions of this branch of the mg-
vice, said: "“No one ean hope to become a
really A1 distributor unless by devoting
from three to four hours of hard study to the
work every day at home. service

of mails either onq;oinF
L3

The | moving the

the proper distribution. The detailed sort-

ing is, ot course, slower than the first
separation, but there are many men in the
office who sige up well in their speed record
with any office in the United States. The
lock box contingent is much smaller than
the amonnt handled by the carriers,and has
be handled wi

deliberation,

to for

Newspaper Boxes.

when tne letter is placed in the box the de-
partment’s responsibility ceases. But the:
clerks who distribute that class of mail
easily average 2,000 an bour. The addresses
are erally Jegible for box letters. The
carriers have the bulk of the fun of de-
ciphering the terribly written addresses of
Pittsburg’s foreign contingent. There are
an ave of 300 hopeless cases daily. My
clerk and myself manage to decipher the
bulk of these, but an averape of 20 letiers co
to the dead letter office every day. We
have a smattering of languages which is
very effectual in most cases. It is rarely
more than an hodr before the heaviest East-
ern mail in out on the streets and ready for
the recipients. In the matter of speed the
conditions have to be such in Pittsburg that
we have to excel almost any office in the
seuntry. I am certain that in transmission
or incoming, Pitte
burg will compare favorably with any
other office in the country."” WaLES,

A CANINE PHOTOGRAPHER.

A Terrier Furnlshes Valuable Assistanco te
nn Amatenr Artlst.
Boston Courier.l

The latest trick in amatear photography
isto have a trained dog who at a given
signal will run and pull a string by means
of which the slide of an instactaneous cam-
era is worked, so that his master may be
taken in m group or alone sa often as he
pleases. It is of course necessary to start
the creature at & distance sufficiently great
to give the master time to re-arrange his
features after giving the word, but this is
not a difficult thing to mw:kge'h“d the
young man who devised the tri as been
exceedingly popular st the seaside hotel
where he has passed the summer, as sll the
pretty and most of the plain young ladies in
the house wereanxious to have their pietures
taken by the agency of the clever littls bull
terrier which served as his assistant.

One is prepared for anything nowadays,
and it may be that it will not be long belore
the dogeare seen runningsbout withdetective
cameras upon their own account. It would
not be a bad idea to furnish & watch dog
with s flash light detective camera, and
thereby he may take the picture of any vil-
lain whoinvadesthedomain which heis setto
guard. The picture would be an iuterestin
piece of evidence in a trial for burglary,an
if it did not carry a conviction it wounld not
iail at Jeast of producing n sensation,

MRS, MACKAY'S PARROT,

The Weonderfal Bird Which Is Owned by the
Bonnvza Queen.
Bt, Stephen's Garette.)

London is marvelously empty, but entar.
tainments are still given at Mrs. Mackay’s.
1t is true that the hostess herself is not yet at
bome; but & grand green parrot has sat st
the open window sinee last Sunday, looking
on Buckingham gate, and aitracting hun-
dreds by its humorous conduet. Ihaveseen
snd heard many parrots, but never one like
this. I was returning from the park on Sun-
day when I first sawit. The pavement in
front of the window was thronged and ev-
erybody was roaring with laughter, for the
bird itself was laughing so heartily that its
cxample was contagions, At last it said,
with intense emphasis: “Well, I declare,”
and then burst into convulsions of laughter
again in & manner really too ludicrous.

1t exchanged remarks with the spectators,
it hailed passing hansoms, and on being
asked what o'clock it was replied, “Halt
past four,” which was in fact correct. In-
credible as it may seem, the bird on Monday
efternoon was asked the same question, and
replied accarately, “A quarter to five.” 8o
great has been the attraction of this gray-
green bird that the police have bad to keep

Feoplu to prevent obstruction of
‘Go on!” cries the bird.

the trafiic.

Brazesing It Out,

hmn;pd—Well, Tommy, what can I do

you
Tommy—My teacher, she set me up to say

that, been very bad, and I am to give

B severe whipping. Take off
Jackati—Puck. g Py

ASIA’S COAL FIELDS.

Mountains of Black Diamonds of the
Yery Finest Quality.

TONGKING’S TREASURE - TROVE.

Remarkable Wealth of France's Possessions
in Indo-China.

A LESS OPPRESSIVE POLICY KEEDED.

Al HE first explorers of
{ Tongking saw in the
Red river, which crosses
it from frontier to sea,
the great bighway to
aod from the vast and
wealthy provinees of
Southern China. This
was the dream for
which Francis Garnier
and the rest of the
brave band of French-

men schemed and fought snd died. To-day
it is known to have been indeed the ‘‘buse-

less fabrie of a vision.” The Red river has
been explored to the Chinese frontier and
found to be unsuited to serious navigation
for the greater part of its length, to be both
shallow and full of rapids. The future
of Tongking, therefore, J it hes ‘one, must
lie in another direotion than that which in-
spired its conquest. But has it & future—

is 200,000 square miles of varied country,
which has cost France 36,000 men and un-
known millions of franes, will it some day

ve these lives and this treasure a

undredfold, or is it destined to drag on in
misgovernment aod amid political rancours
for a few yeart, till evacuation closes the
shameful chapter? That depends. But for
my own part I do not see how anybody who
has had epportunities of closely observing
Tongking in different parts cau doubt the
possibility of a future perhaps even beyond
that which Garnier dreamed.

To begin with, the most striking super-
ficial feature of Tongking is its fertility.
Wherever I have seen it, the land has been
green with trees and “in verdure clad” or
covered with luxuriant crops. The enor-

A Tongkingese Balle.

mous delta of the Red river is or may bea
vast rice field,but after the splendid erops of
lsst vear nobody doubts this. Before many
vears the chief rice supply of the Far
East may come from fnngking. And
in countless other paris of the coun-
try, all the travelers have told u
show moist Jow-lying land equally suit
for rice cultivation. Already experiments
have shown that wheat will grow admirably
on the dry uplands. Itsgrain is smaller
and browner and much heavier than in
Europe, the cost of cultivation is not more,
while the selling price is at present 50 per
cent higher. O uﬁroul grain is already
grown in considerable quantity by the na-
tives, who extract the oil by a curious pro-
cess of their own. A Iarge concession of
land has just been taken up to be planted
with sugar cane, and there is no donbt that
many other agricultural products need only
intelligent introduction.
OPENING UP TME COUNTRY,

Again, consider the question of opening
up Southern China. Garnier's hopes of the
Red river route were baseless, but what the
river has failed to do the railway may easily

A Blyeet Seene in Tongking,

sccomplish. An interesting scheme to affest
thizis at the present moment ling
against the vacillation of the authorities.
Itisthe plan of the Marquis de Mores,
who hos gove over the ground himself
with French engineers, and certainly on
paper it is an attractive one. His ides is

nan and Thibet only opium comes back ju
exchange for piece-goods. It has been well
known for years that Yunnan is extremely
rich in mi iron, silver, lead, tin, =i

eic., but none of these can the lﬂt.:}
M. de Mores claims

1889.
laneg
Yy

grant, ete. If itis earried other
e8 will connect the hrbunoglm-h
and with and then strike still fur-
ther North, line
e
o
that it looks too sim I am eon
that nﬂtgommuandm with Sonthern

s

as  regards
wealth oﬁ(‘nugﬁng ia
Two years ago
sent out on a ial mission by the
Admiralty and Colonial Office to report
upon the ﬂlﬂlldlaf'!nnakiu. gave a list
:u?"h'ﬁ mines worked by the nati I.H in

mines, 29 jron mines, 7 copper mines and 6
zine mines. Here u:? begin to spesk
irom my own knowledge.

UNLIMITED WEALTH IN SIGHT.

On the concession of the Bociete Fran
cnise des Charbonnages du Tonkin, &t a
lace called Campha, I have seen & '‘boul-
S el s et

with an sverage ot
of%mnd beve stood on & molid block
of pure oxide of antimony weighing 16 tons.
In the same concession I saw a vein of oxide
of cobalt measaring 100 by 500 ‘i’ ons
oou romarkels sposteas of SoppeE Sre

n rem o ens of co ore.
Infinitely more important, wever,
than all these, are the cosl fields
Stretobing all along the east coast of
Tongking. For years the existence of thase
was well known and many times the com-
manders o French gun who had been
struck by the multitude of outorops, sent
home reports calling attention to them and
to the enormous advan: which would
sccrue 0 France if they could be success-
fully worked. A% last the SSRpay I have
already mentioned was f two years
ag0 0 work a coneession obtained by M.
Bavier-Chauffour, snd s large number of its
shares were taken up in Kong. At
this time the ventare was 1 upon as

A Coolie Miner.

m.k'{' and many French and foreign capital-
ists fought shy of it =

The story of the concession, if I had space
to narrate it, would read like a chapter of
an Oriental “Monte Cristo.” To wake an
indisputable legal tender & ship was char-
tered to carry 100,000 silver dollars to Tong-
king, where the foreign population turned
out armed to escort the bu ~carts carry-
ing the 25 wooden eases throngh the streets.
Refused there, the doliars were taken on
board again to the Court of Annam and the
ship narrowly escaped destruoction in &
typhoon. en they were brought back
sgain to Haiphong, where the French au-
thorities finally aceepted them. Now the So-
cielehull.miyl, coolies, two en
and & dozen master-miners at work. Its
concession extends over scoresof square
miles, not one-tenth of which has yet even
e e

Hongay,

twc“hingw lly coal. I have been over
the whole of the workings twice mand into
every one of the galleries, and even taken
photographs of the minersatwork. 8ol
cun speak with some confidence. As

the quantity of the coal, it is practieslly in-
a_xl:l:unﬂ:lle. I:Edm are mmn;::- of w:i in
sight and nobody can guess how much lies
below. I havebeen in & score galleries,
each of them in & solid seam from 10 to 20
ﬁi:;t lt;:ek‘mm Haton um;‘n"?‘tu: seams
side e, aggregati of eoal,
And y{i these are neﬂl;'tha preliminary
works of prospecting.

A MOUNTAIN OF COAL.

The te Mine"” st Hoogay is a
grest mountain of cosl. As regards guality,
the prospects are equally good. The works
at present have been made chiefly with the
object of discovering the proper place for
the deep shalts, and therefore the coal has
almost all been surfacecoal. Yet its analysis
has been excellent; it has been tried sue-
cessiully on a Freoch gunboat, the
Arquebuse; I myself have traveled for two
days in a 50-ton lsunch with high pressmre
engines burning it all the time and keeping
60 pounds of stesm up; a first eontrnct for
the sale of 500 tons has been made; snd
within the last week coal has been reached
st the “Marguerite Mine" giviog on an-
alysis 16 per cent of wvolstile matter.
This was all that was lacking in previous
analyses to show a coal slightly superior to
Cardiff, Cariously, this is exactly what the
Freoch Government engineer, whom [ have
previously quoted, foretold two years
‘Our opinion is," his report concludes,
“that Tongking possesses an immense
wealth of excellent pombustible . .
rivaling Anzin and Cardiff by its extreme
purity, the absencs of iron pyrites,
a development of heat sz least
furnis these coale™ I asked the en-
gineer-in-chief for his formal opinien,
“O'est une richesse immense," he said. And
he staked his reputation—and he has one to
lose—that in four months from now he
would furnish in quantity coal equal to
Cardiff.

In Europe ten companies would be
formed to "exploit what has already been
discovered on this single concesaion. ’;"hen
it is further developed the societe will
need a small standing unzol miners and &
staff corps of engineers. a proof of how
this fact is appreciated in the East I may
udd that to-day, as I write, there are in
Hongkong buyers of the 500 franc thares of
the company st $700 per share—400 per
cent preminm—and no although
there are thousands of shares in the colony.
TONGEIXG'S FUTURE,
I think I have mow said enough to show
that thers is a possibility certainly of a

prosperous and o of & magnifi.
efit futare of Tongking, 1 said, however,
in beginning this r, “that depends.”
It depends upon the French authorities at
home, and upon their influence on the
suthorities on the and upon that alone.
As [ tried to make ¢ in my previons
letter, ToAgking 1s grievonsly muElnnmud.
Instead of finding s helping d, the
French colonist encounters a closed fist,
The “functionary,” eclothed in his little

suthority, has utterl that he
is the servant o

he has no other reason for

ence to mid "and

JOSHTUA

A STORY OF THE EXODUS.

By Georg HEbers,

Author of “UARDA,” “SERAPIS,” Ete.
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stood on the
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burned before Joshua's
alone besids it, gazing sadly
and thonghtfully first into the fames and
then out into the distance, The lad Eph-
raim was lying inside the tent onhis unele’s
camp bed.

The leech who accompanied the troopshad
dressed the youth’s wonnd, and having
given him s strengthening dranght bade
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promised him glory and honor, as he would
fain persusde himself, though in truth he
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thick black hair, or stroked his dark besrd,
while his up
t&a:{:ml was seething
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